Brest-Litovsk Aftermath 

 Background: 

After three years of catastrophic losses, the Russian Romanov Dynasty is toppled in 1917.  The provisional Government that follows continues the ruinous war and is itself knocked out by  the Bolsheviks in October.  At first also continuing the war, it soon becomes obvious to Lenin that Russia is incapable of further resistance and the Bolsheviks sign a separate peace treaty with Germany early in 1918, ending the fighting in the East.  

In the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, Russia cedes Poland outright and grants independence to Finland, Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia, the three Baltic states becoming German Protectorates.  The new nation of Ukrania is also created and recognized as a German Protectorate.  The fledgling USSR manages to gain peace by ceding Poland and 3/4 of European Russia to Germany.

War weary and bankrupt, Britain and France offer their own very generous peace terms: the return of her African Colonies and recognition of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty.  In return Germany has to withdraw from all of occupied France and Belgium, renouncing all claims to territory it had conquered in the West.

Overestimating his position, Kaiser Wilhelm II foolishly refuses the offer and proceeds to transfer his eastern armies to the Western Front.  His two top generals, Hindenburg and Ludendorff, victors in the east, assure him that a massive offensive in France will roll through the trenches and capture Paris before the Americans arrive in force.

They are wrong.  The attacks stall and within a year Germany losses everything.

Background -- speculative history (your guess is as good as mine! 

The Scenario departs from actual history in the summer of 1918.  Kaiser Wilhelm II, recognizing his own country's war weariness, despite it's recent victory, accepts the British and French peace treaty.  Most of Germany's colonial empire is restored, all of Poland is added to the Reich, and vast eastern resources are channeled into the German economy.

But elsewhere his ruined allies fare much worse.

The badgered Austro-Hungarian Empire falls apart and is replaced by the nations of Austria, Hungary and Yugoslavia.  

After ceding Syria to the French, Palestine and Jordan to Britain, the Ottoman Empire tries to consolidate what remains of their once vast holdings but is wracked by internal and external problems.  Rekindling old animosities, a new series of border wars erupt with Greece and Bulgaria.  Soviet Russia soon reclaims the southern Caucasus sparking widespread unrest and Iraq, encouraged by Britain and France, secures it's independence.  By late 1920 the last Ottoman monarch abdicates and the once proud empire is reduced to modern Turkey.   

A few years of prosperity lead unaccountably into severe recession and Germany herself is caught in post-war social and economic turmoil.  Soviet agents infiltrate the country in support of German socialists.  Labor demands are dealt with harshly by the artless Hollernzolerns, resulting in ever worse strikes and riots.  When the railroads shut down in 1924 the Kaiser eases his grip and consents to a Constitutional Monarchy.  

As the twenties near an end Germany is once more harried by social unrest, this time between the two extremes of socialism and fascism.  By 1933 Fascism emergences triumphant in the form of Nazism.  They have ended the strikes and riots and Under Wilhelm II Germany is ruled by the expansionist Party and it's leader, Adolf Hitler.

Governing under a similar Royalist system, Italy's Dictator, Benito Mussolini is outraged by the League of Nations censure of his country after it's 1936 invasion of Ethiopia.  Later that year he meets with Germany's Adolf Hitler and they sign the Rome-Berlin Axis.

In Central Europe, modern Austria is absorbed into Greater Germany in 1937 and Czechoslovakia in late 1938.  

Apprehensive of Germany's growing power, Britain,  France and the USSR sign the Triparte Alliance on August 6th.  By month's end recently independent Ireland is admitted along with Portugal.

1939, The Lights of Europe Go Out – Again.

On March 3rd Italy annexes Albania.  In April Yugoslavia and Greece sign a Mutual Defense Pact.  Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria announce the formation of the pro-German Balkan League in May.  

Meanwhile, Scandinavia, long the target of Soviet agents, is struck by scattered rebellions in the South.  A workers march on the Swedish capital goes from peaceful protest to bloody rioting when shots are fired into the crowds.  The government claims they were fired by insurrectionists but the crowds only grow more violent, developing into open rebellion.  

A worker's Soviet is established in Stockholm and nearly succeeds in ousting the King.  Holding on to power by the narrowest of margins, armed troops are called in and the Bolsheiviks are driven out of the city by Royalist forces.  

Germany is quick to react, rushing extensive military assistance, including professional advisers, and the insurrectionists are driven away from the capital and back to their southwest coastal stronghold.

In neighboring Norway rail lines are dynamited and government offices attacked.  Germany quickly dispatches aid and a volunteer corps with ever increasing air support.  By midsummer the Bolsheviks are defeated and driven away from the mines to the coastal region east of Oslo where they link up with the Swedish communists.

Still embattled, Sweden and Norway sign the Baltic Pact on July 27th, joining the existing Alliance of Finland, Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia and Germany. 

The fighting starts in early August.

As in 1914, World War is triggered in the Balkans when Mussolini launches a surprise invasion of Yugoslavia.  Greece declares war on Italy.   Britain and France demand Italian withdrawal from Yugoslavia and, when the deadline passes, they declare war.  Honoring it's alliance, Germany declares war on Britain and France who call upon Stalin.  Mobilizing for an invasion of it's lost Ukrainian and Baltic Provinces, the USSR declares war on Germany.  Iraq becomes the final entry in the war when, pressured by Britain, France and the USSR it declares itself a member of the Triparte Alliance, completing the cycle.  
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